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Peace, love, and pudenda: How men&#39;s magazines turned hot and hippy between 1967-1972 

Â     In a brief golden span between 1967 and 1972, the sexual revolution collided with recreational

drug exploration to create "psychedelic sex." While the baby boomers blew their minds and danced

naked in the streets, menâ€™s magazine publishers attempted to visually recreate the wonders of

LSD, project them on a canvas of nubile hippie flesh, and dish it up to men dying for a taste of free

love.  Way Out, Groovie, Where Itâ€™s Atâ€”each magazine title vied to convince the straight

audience it offered the most authentic flower power sex trip, complete with mind-bending graphics

and all-natural hippie hotties. Along the way hippies joined in the production, since what could be

groovier than earning bread in your birthday suit?  At its height, psychedelic sex encompassed

posters, tabloids, comics, and newsstand magazines, but the most far-out examples of all were the

glossy magazines from California, center of both hippie culture and the budding American porn

industry. Itâ€™s these sexy, silly reminders of peace, love, and pudenda we celebrate in

Psychedelic Sex. So put on your beads, tune up your sitar, and let the love-in begin!  Â   Text in

English, French, and German
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This is yet another fabulously playful and esoteric Taschen work which I have been anxiously

anticipating since November when they announced it, as I like the counter-culture vestiges which I

fondly remember from my childhood. I am not disappointed by this at all. The lime green and purple

paper sleeve greeted me with the promise of a real groovy trip, and the orgy montage on the cover



invited me in. The lime green page edges and sheer heft of the book let me know I better be ready

for some serious digression, and the book definitely provides that. I'm bedazzled and still coming

down from an hour of flipping through the pages. As usual with Taschen, they give you a lot of

content for your money and this is well worth the shelf space. I suspect this book may actually

establish a new and cognizable genre of eroticism. It's a niche that heretofore has not been properly

identified and articulated. Did you like Goldie Hawn doing a go-go dance on Laugh In when you

were a kid? Or, Benny Hill's Gold Diggers dancing in the background as he sang a little song? Well,

those specific images may not be here, but that exact vibe certainly is, and with a lot less clothing

and quite a bit more hair, if you know what I mean.I was a little concerned that there would be

overlap between this publication and Dian Hanson's epic six-volume Men's Magazines set which

Taschen published several years ago. I love buying books, but I don't like redundancy. Well, I'm

pleased to report that if there is redundancy, I didn't spot it. And the theme here is really quite

tantalizing--sexy, hippie encounters from the late 60's and early 70's.
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